The Increase in Seroreactivity of Surface Protein Antigen of typhus Rickettsia Due to Methylation
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Abstract: This invention is the nucleic acid and amino acid sequence of a highly immunogenic portion of the Surface Protein Antigen (SPA) of Rickettsia typi and the method of enhancing this fragment’s immunologic recognition by chemical methylation. The invention is useful in diagnostic assays for rickettsiae and as a subunit vaccine against Rickettsia typhi.
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