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Abstract: 

An immunodiagnostic assay means and method are described for detecting specific periodontopathic bacteria, e.g., Treponema denticola, Treponema socranskii, Eikenella corrodens, Porphyromonas gingvalis and Campylobacter rectus Streptococcus mutans, separately or in combination, comprising gathering a sample suspected of containing the periodontopathic bacteria of interest, immobilizing sample bacteria on a solid phase substrate, contacting the immobilized bacteria with monoclonal (or polyclonal) antibodies that are specific for the desired periodontopathic bacteria; contacting the antibodies with a label capable of being detected thereby producing a signal which identified the presence of the antibodies, detecting the signal, whereby the presence of specific periodontopathic bacteria in the sample is determined. The device for conducting these assays is a frame or support which holds a solid phase substrate capable of binding the sought antigens of interest while permitting drainage of other materials or fluids away from the bound antigens.
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